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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Amenities  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1972. 

As  both  Local  Government  and  the  Health  Services  are  to  be 
re-organised  from  1st  April,  1974,  this  is  the  penultimate  year  for 
which  this  Annual  Report  is  produced.  At  present  it  is  difficult 
to  envisage  whether  the  newly  formed  authorities  will  receive  this 
service.  The  one  certain  fact  is  that  the  role  of  ‘Medical  Officer 
of  Health’  will  no  longer  exist  after  1st  April,  1974. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Caleb  Davies,  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  his  Deputy,  Mr.  Hywel  Jones,  the  District 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  Miss  Olwen  Davies  and  the  office  staff, 
who  have  continued  to  provide  me  with  the  highest  standard  of 
efficiency  and  loyalty  throughout  the  year. 

I am  also  most  grateful  to  you  and  the  Members  of  the 
Public  Amenities  Committee  for  your  support  and  co-operation 
at  all  times. 


Yours  sincerely, 

J.  GARETH  M.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I Gadeirydci  ac  Aelodau  Pwyllgor  Hynawsedd  y Cyhoedd. 


Mr.  Cadeirydd,  Foneddigesau  a Boneddigion, 

Mae’n  anrhydedd  gennyf  gyflwyno  fy  Adroddiad  Blynyddol 
am  y flwyddyn  1972. 

Am  fod  Llywodraeth  Leol  a’r  Gwasanaethau  lechyd  i’w  had- 
drefnu  o Ebrill  laf,  1974,  dyma’r  flwyddyn  olaf  ond  un  i’r  Adrodd- 
iad Blynyddol  yma.  Ar  hyn  o bryd  mae’n  anodd  rhagweld  os 
bydd  yr  awdurdodau  newydd  yn  dal  i dderbyn  y gwasanaeth 
hwn.  Mae’n  ffaith  na  fydd  y fath  beth  a swydd  y ‘Swyddog 
Meddygol  lechyd’  yn  bod  ar  61  Ebrill  laf,  1974. 

Mae  fy  niolch  diffuant  yn  ddyledus  i Mr.  Caleb  Davies,  y 
Prif  Arolygwr  lechyd,  a’i  Ddirprwy,  Mr.  Hywel  Jones;  yr  Aroly- 
gwyr  lechyd  Dosbarthol;  Miss  Olwen  Davies  a staff  y swyddfa. 
Maent  i gyd  wedi  parhau  i roddi  i mi  safonau  uchaf  o effeithiol- 
rwydd  a ffyddlondeb  drwy  gydol  y flwyddyn. 

’Rwyf  hefyd  yn  hynod  ddiolchgar  i chwi  a holl  Aelodau 
Pwyllgor  Hynawsedd  y Cyhoedd  am  eich  cymorth  a’ch  cyd- 
weithrediad  ar  bob  achlysur. 


Yr  eiddoch  yn  gywir, 

J.  GARETH  M.  WILLIAMS, 

Swyddog  Meddygol. 
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1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  72,370 

Population,  R.G.’s  Estimate,  Mid-Annual  1972,  63,600 

Population,  Density  per  acre  0.88 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  23,245 

Number  of  Inhabited  Council  Houses  9,885 

Estimated  Product  of  I p.  Rate ^^18,403 


POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  for  1972  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  63,600  an  increase  of  170  on  the  previous  year’s 
figure.  This  is  the  third  year  in  succession  to  show  an  increase. 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Comparability  Factor.  1.06  (Births).  1.06  (Deaths). 


BIRTHS.  M.  F,  Total. 

Legitimate  523  480  1003 

Illegitimate  34  23  57 


Totals  557  503  1,060 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  population.  Crude  16.7 

Adjusted  17.7 

England  and  Wales  14.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 

Total  Live  Births  5.0 
England  and  Wales  9.0 

The  total  of  1060  births  shows  a decrease  of  62  as  compared 
with  the  1971  figure.  A total  of  912  births  took  place  in  hospital, 
giving  a proportion  of  approximately  86%  which  is  equivalent  to 
the  1971  proportion. 

The  1972  Table  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  1. 


Hospitals 

Total 

Chirk 

4 

Llangollen 

71 

Wrexham 

837 

5 


The  following  Table  sub-divides  the  number  of  legitimate 
births  according  to  parishes. 


TABLE  2. 
BIRTHS 


Parish 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Abenbury 

3 

I 

4 

Allington 

7 

6 

13 

Bersham 

39 

35 

74 

Bieston  

Broughton 

37 

39 

76 

Brymbo 

32 

33 

65 

Burton  

I 

I 

2 

Cefn 

107 

88 

195 

Erbistock 

I 

4 

5 

Erddig  

Esclusham  Above 

2 

3 

5 

Esclusham  Below 

17 

7 

24 

Gresford 

12 

18 

30 

Gwersyllt 

66 

68 

134 

Holt 

6 

4 

10 

Isycoed  

I 

I 

2 

Llangollen  Rural  

19 

14 

33 

Llantysilio 

I 

I 

Llay 

50 

36 

86 

Marchwiel 

14 

18 

32 

Minera  

13 

6 

19 

Penycae 

25 

22 

47 

Rhos 

44 

57 

lor 

Ruabon  

26 

18 

44 

Sesswick 

I 

I 

Totals 

523 

480  1 

1003 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a total  of  57  illegitimate  births  were 
recorded,  (a  proportion  of  approximately  5%)  giving  a corrected 
total  of  1060.  In  England  and  Wales  generally,  the  proportion 
of  illegitimate  live  births  is  approximately  9%. 

BIRTHS 

The  crude  birth  rate  per  1000  population  was  16.7  as  com- 
pared to  17.7  in  1971.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  this  area  is 
17.7  and  continues  the  downward  trend  re-started  in  1971  follow- 
ing an  increase  in  1970.  In  England  and  Wales  generally,  the 
birth  rate  is  14.8  as  compared  to  a figure  of  16.0  in  1971.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  England  and  Wales  birth  rate  fell  steadily 
from  1964  to  1970  and  steadied  in  1971.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  the  decline  has  now  been  re-established  and  the  England 
and  Wales  figure  is,  in  fact,  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  mid- 
thirties. 
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STILL  BIRTHS.  M.  F.  Total. 

Legitimate  347 

Illegitimate  112 

Totals  459 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births 8 

England  and  Wales  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Total 

Live  and  Still  Births  12 


The  total  of  9 still  births  is  two  less  than  the  1971  figure  and 
is  the  lowest  total  ever  recorded  in  our  district. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

The  still  birth  rate  (per  1000  total  live  and  still  births)  for 
the  district  is  8,  which  is  also  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  The 
England  and  Wales  figure  of  12  is  the  same  for  the  second  succes- 
sive year. 

The  local  rate  compares  very  favourably  with  the  England 
and  Wales  one  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  obstetric  services 
in  the  area.  The  still  birth  rate,  of  course,  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  indices  by  which  standards  of  living  generally  are  gauged. 
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DEATHS. 


M. 

457 


F. 

387 


Total. 

844 


Death  Rate  per  1000  population.  Crude  13.3 

Adjusted  14.1 

England  and  Wales  12.1 

The  total  of  844  deaths  shows  an  increase  of  13  on  the  1971 
total. 

DEATH  RATE 

The  crude  death  rate  at  13.3  is  slightly  higher  than  the  1971 
figure,  but  the  adjusted  rate  of  14.1  is  exactly  the  same.  The 
England  and  Wales  rate  at  12.1  shows  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year’s  fugure  of  11.6. 


TABLE  3.  DEATHS. 


Parish 

Male 

Female  \ 

Total 

Abenbury 

3 

3 

Allington 

18 

13 

31 

Bersham 

25 

20 

45 

Bieston  

3 

3 

Broughton 

46 

42 

88 

Brymbo 

34 

22 

56 

Burton  

2 

2 

4 

Cefn 

42 

32 

74 

Erbistock 

5 

2 

7 

Erddig  

Esclusham  Above 

I 

3 

4 

Esclusham  Below 

21 

12 

33 

Gresford 

21 

19 

40 

Gwersyllt 

48 

42 

90 

Holt 

9 

5 

M 

Isycoed  

I 

I 

2 

Llangollen  Rural  

17 

14 

31 

Llantysilio 

I 

1 

Llay 

21 

10 

31 

Marchwiel 

6 

6 

12 

Minera  

4 

6 

10 

Penycae 

21 

23 

44 

Rhos 

72 

77 

149 

Ruabon  

M.... 

28 

22 

50 

Sesswick 

2 

2 

Totals 

445 

379 

824 

In  addition  to  the  above,  20  infant  deaths  must  be  added, 
giving  a corrected  total  of  844. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  following  Tables  give  more  detailed  information  as  to  the 
causes  of  death  in  the  various  age  groups. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  844  deaths,  457  were  males  and  387 
females.  When  causes  of  death  are  sub-divided  into  the  main 
groups,  it  will  be  seen  that  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system  generally  accounted  for  414,  which  is  nearly  half  the  grand 
total.  Within  this  general  category  it  will  be  seen  that  ischaemic 
heart  disease  (coronary  thrombosis)  was  responsible  for  189 
deaths  and  cerebro- vascular  disease  (strokes,  etc.)  for  125.  In 
recent  years  younger  people  have  been  affected  by  ischaemic 
heart  disease  and  it  is  good  to  see  this  year  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  this  cause  under  the  age  of  45  years. 

The  second  largest  category  is  cancer,  which  accounted  for  a 
grand  total  of  176,  an  increase  of  14  on  the  1971  figure.  Of  the 
defined  categories,  it  will  be  seen  that  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  was  the  most  predominant  cause.  This  is  also  the  case 
in  England  and  Wales  generally. 

The  third  largest  general  category  is  shown  to  be  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  system,  which  accounted  for  a total  of  136  deaths. 
This  is  10  less  than  the  1971  figure.  It  will  be  seen  that  included 
in  the  total  are  2 deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  of  the  res- 
piratory system.  This  compares  with  4 deaths  in  1971  and  3 
in  1970. 
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DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES 
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Female 

Bi9(ii)  Other  Malignant  Male 

Neoplasms  Female 


TABLE  5. 
CAUSE  OF  DEATH 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Af.  F.  Total 

Legitimate  ii  8 19 

Illegitimate  i i 

Totals  12  8 20 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  total  Live  Births 19.0 

England  and  Wales 17.0 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  legimitate  live  births  19.0 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  18.0 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  i month)  per  1000 

total  Live  Births  8.0 

England  and  Wales  12.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  i week)  per 

1000  total  Live  Births  8.0 

England  and  Wales  10. o 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  i 

week  combined)  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  16.0 

England  and  Wales  22.0 


The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  under  the  age  of  one 
year  was  20,  12  of  which  were  males  and  8 females.  This  shows 
a decrease  of  3 as  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  total  of  23. 
Of  the  20  deaths,  9 occurred  in  the  Neonatal  period  (first  month 
of  life)  giving  a Neonatal  Mortality  rate  of  8 deaths  per  1000  total 
live  births,  which  is  half  the  previous  year’s  rate,  and  is  the  best 
figure  ever  recorded  in  our  area.  The  England  and  Wales  figure 
of  12  is  the  same  for  the  fourth  successive  year. 

When  we  further  sub-divide  the  Neonatal  deaths,  we  see  that 
8 occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  Taking  into  account  the  still 
births,  we  get  a Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  of  16,  which  is  a con- 
siderable improvement  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  24.  The 
England  and  Wales  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  of  22  is  the  same  as 
for  1971. 

Looking  at  these  figures  generally,  and  taking  into  account 
the  very  low  Still  Birth,  Neonatal  and  Perinatal  Rates,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  figures  are  exceptionally 
good,  both  when  compared  with  our  own  previous  statistics  and 
the  England  and  Wales  ones,  which,  it  will  be  recalled,  are  the 
lowest  ever  recorded. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

For  the  fifteenth  successive  year,  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
no  maternal  deaths  occurred. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  163.  This  compares  with  181  in  1971,  160  in  1970,  186 
in  1969  and  254  in  1968. 

The  largest  proportion  is  again  due  to  Measles  and  there  was 
no  large  outbreak  of  any  other  disease. 

Six  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified.  This  total  of  7 is  the 
second  lowest  ever  recorded  in  our  district  (only  6 were  recorded 
in  1970).  In  1971  a total  of  11  notifications  were  received. 
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TABLE  6. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

The  following  Tables  show  the  number  of  persons  immunised 
during  1972. 


Triple  Antigen 

This  consists  of  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 
immunisation  and  is  administered  as  a routine  at  all  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  in  three  separate  doses.  These  are  usually  given 
at  the  ages  of  6 months,  8 months  and  12  months,  respectively. 


TABLE  8. 


Primary  Doses 
Booster  Doses 


T otals 
628 


Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 


This  is  administered  routinely  as  a booster  to  all  children  on 
attaining  school  age,  but  some  primary  doses  are  given  to  young 
infants  who  react  adversely  to  the  Whooping  Cough  element  in 
the  Triple  Antigen. 

TABLE  9. 


T otals 


Primary  Doses  38 

Booster  Doses  631 


Tetanus 


Primary  doses  are  given  to  children  who  have,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  only  been  protected  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
Cough  in  early  childhood,  and  booster  doses  to  those  who  have 
received  an  incomplete  course  of  Tetanus  previously,  either  by 
itself  or  in  combined  form  with  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 


TABLE  10. 


Primary  Doses 
Booster  Doses 


T otals 
5 

11 


Polio  myelitis 

Poliomyelitis  is  administered  routinely  at  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  together  with  Triple  Antigen,  i.e.  in  three  separate  doses 
at  the  age  of  approximately  6,  8 and  12  months  respectively. 

The  Poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  administered  by  mouth.  Booster 
doses  are  routinely  administered  upon  attaining  school  age  in  com- 
bination with  their  Diptheria  and  Tetanus  booster  and  are  also 
routinely  administered  to  school  leavers  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  19  years. 
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Primary  Doses 
Booster  Doses 


TABLE  11. 


T otals 
626 
783 


Measles 


Measles  vaccination  is  routinely  administered  in  a single  dose 
to  all  infants  after  they  have  attained  the  age  of  1 year,  i.e.  after 
completion  of  their  primary  course  of  Triple  Antigen  and 
Poliomyelitis. 


TABLE  12. 


Primary  Doses 
Booster  Doses 


T otals 

472 


Rubella 

This  immunisation  was  started  in  1970  and  is  offered  to  all 
secondary  school  girls  between  the  ages  of  11  and  13  years. 


TABLE  13. 


Primary  Doses 


T otals 
364 


SMALLPOX 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  vaccinated  in  1972, 
sub-divided  into  age  groups.  Given  alongside  in  brackets  are  the 
corresponding  figures  for  1971.  It  can  be  seen  that  the  1972 
figures  are  much  lower.  This  continues  the  trend  which  started 
in  1971  when  smallpox  vaccination  ceased  to  be  a routine  measure 
in  Great  Britain. 

Most  of  the  figures  shown  are  in  respect  of  people  travelling 
to  other  countries,  either  on  holiday  or  business,  where  valid 
certificates  of  vaccination  are  required. 
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TABLE  14. 

Number  of  persons  immunised  during  1972. 


Age  yrs. 

1972 

Primary 

Vaccination 

Re- 

Vaccination 

0—1 

- (-) 

- (-) 

1 + 

4 (82) 

- (-) 

2—4 

7 (76) 

1 (4) 

5—15 

10  (8) 

5 (11) 

16  + 

19  (25) 

30  (36) 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Under  Section  47  of  the  above  Act,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  the  power  to  remove  certain  persons  from  their  homes 
into  a Hospital  or  Home,  if  he  is  satisfied  that  such  persons  are 
aged,  infirm  or  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  not  receiv- 
ing proper  care  and  attention. 

During  the  year,  no  such  case  occurred. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  was  transferred  in  1971  to  the  newly  formed 
Department  of  Social  Services  and  for  the  second  successive  year, 
therefore,  these  figures  were  obtained  from  that  Department. 

TABLE  15. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

(1971  figures  are  in  brackets) 


Aged  65  or  over  on  first  visit  in  1972  .....  508  (479) 

Aged  under  65  on  first  visit  in  1972: 

(1)  Chronic  Sick  and  Tuberculosis  55  (59) 

(2)  Mentally  Disordered  3 (2) 

(3)  Maternity  8 (5) 

(4)  Others  31  (23) 


Totals  605  (568) 
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MEALS  ON  WHEELS 


Arrangements  for  this  service  is  substantially  the  same  as  for 
the  previous  year  apart  from  the  fact  that  the  service  has  been 
extended  to  include  the  Froncysyllte  area. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

TABLE  16. 

1.  GENERAL. 

(a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War 
Memorial  Hospital : 

General  Medicine  86  Beds. 

Trematic  and  Orthopaedic  67  Beds. 

Unclassified  (including  private  beds)  14  Beds. 


167  Beds. 

(b)  Maelor  General  Hospital : 

Surgery  Department  174  Beds. 

Gynaecology  Department  46  Beds. 

Paediatric  Department  55  Beds. 

Obstetrics  Department  66  Beds. 

Special  Care  Baby  Department  24  Beds. 

Dermatology  Department  6 Beds. 

Ophthalmology  Department  24  Beds. 

Dental  Department  4 Beds. 

Chest  Department 20  Beds. 

Infectious  Diseases  Department  20  Beds. 

Geriatric  Department  76  Beds. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department  24  Beds. 

Out  of  Use  Beds  12  Beds. 


551  Beds. 

Gen.  Beds.  Mat.  Beds. 

2.  LLANGOLLEN  HOSPITAL  11  9 

3.  CHIRK  AND  DISTRICT 

HOSPITAL  26  8 

4.  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopeadic 
Hospital,  Gobowen  507  Beds. 

5.  TREVALYN  HOSPITAL 51  Beds. 

Chronic  Sick. 
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CLINICS 


Listed  below  are  the  clinics  serving  the  various  areas  with  the 
statistical  information  for  1972. 

For  the  second  successive  year,  the  highest  totals  were  rec- 
orded at  Cefn,  and  this  clinic  is  now  established  as  the  busiest  in 
the  area.  It  will  be  seen  also  that  very  high  figures  were 
recorded  at  Rhos,  Llay,  Gwersyllt,  Coedpoeth  and  Brynteg. 

TABLE  17. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Sessions 
held 

T otal  A ttendances 

Total 

Under  i yr. 

1—5 

Brymbo 

22 

286 

74 

360 

Brynteg  

47 

911 

354 

1265 

Cefn 

47 

1623 

816 

2439 

Coedpoeth  

45 

1064 

400 

1464 

Gresford  

24 

445 

253 

698 

Gwersyllt  

48 

1560 

329 

1889 

Holt  

25 

192 

159 

351 

Johnstown  

24 

191 

79 

270 

Llay  

51 

1537 

370 

1907 

Rhos  

50 

1520 

531 

2051 

Rhostyllen  

23 

197 

98 

295 

Rossett  

38 

287 

269 

556 

Ruabon  

46 

635 

292 

927 

Total 

490 

10448 

4024 

14472 

NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES 

Twenty  District  Nurse/Midwives  and  District  Nurses  provide 
nursing  cover  for  the  whole  of  the  area.  In  addition,  two  full-time 
District  Midwives  are  available. 

Three  Nursing  Auxiliaries  assist  the  District  Nursing  staff 
with  routine  nursing  care. 

HEALTH  VISITORS 

Thirteen  Health  Visitors,  who  are  also  School  Nurses,  are 
employed  in  the  Rural  District.  Four  part-time  School  Nurses 
have  been  appointed  to  assist  with  school  medical  inspections  and 
other  medical  activities  in  the  schools. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


No  fundamental  changes  have  taken  place  in  this  service 
since  the  last  report. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

The  following  Table  summarises  the  service  provided  in  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  during  1972. 

TABLE  18. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE  1972 


Clinic 

A ddress 

No . on 
Register 

No.  of 
Sessions 

[ No.  of 

New  Cases 

Total 

A ttendances 

No.  of  Patients 
Discharged  from 
Treatment 

Brymbo 

County  Clinic 

42 

22 

10 

123 

I 

Brynteg 

i8i 

76 

49 

448 

I 

Cefn 

it  ft 

73 

38 

15 

209 

— 

Coedpoeth 

9 High  Street 

129 

59 

18 

344 

— 

Gresford 

Constitutional  Club 

102 

75 

13 

438 

— 

Gwersyllt 

County  Clinic 

71 

25 

12 

147 

— 

Holt 

Kenyon  Hall 

22 

10 

3 

65 

I 

Rhos 

County  Clinic 

254 

96 

38 

567 

— 

Rossett 

tt  tt 

80 

45 

9 

275 

— 

Ruabon 

68 

17 

17 

88 

— 

Llay 

ti  tt 

86 

36 

17 

221 

— 

Total 

1108 

499 

201 

1 2925 

3 
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Treatment 


RAINFALL 


Given  below  are  the  monthly  figures  for  1972.  The  total  of 
32.66  inches  compares  with  figures  of  32.82  inches  for  1971,  and 
35.71  inches  for  1970. 


TABLE  19. 

RAILFALL  FIGURES  TAKEN  AT  PACKSADDLE 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972. 


Month 

Rainfall 

{inches) 

January 

4.32 

February 

2.73 

March 

3.40 

April 

2.03 

May 

3.25 

June 

2.92 

July 

2.26 

August 

1.22 

September 

1.58 

October 

1.45 

November 

3.38 

December 

4.12 

Total  32.66 
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HOUSING 
Council  Dwellings 

The  following  Table  summarises  the  Council  House  position 
in  the  district  as  at  31st  December,  1972.  The  figures  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Private  Dwellings 

During  the  year,  365  private  dwellings  were  also  erected,  an 
increase  of  115  on  the  1971  total. 


TABLE  20. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  1972. 


Parish 

No.  of  Council 
Dwellings  comp- 
leted during  1972 

Total 

No. 

of 

Council 

Dwellings 

at 

31.12.72 

No. 

in  course  of 
Erection 

Houses 

\ 

Bungalows 

Flats 

\ 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

Abenbury 

102 

Allington 

174 

Bersham 

664 

Bieston  

4 

Broughton 

1041 

5 

Brymbo 

14 

4 

579 

I 

6 

Burton  

56 

Cefn 

1185 

Erbistock 

18 

Esclusham  Above 

97 

Esclusham  Below 

2 

438 

Gresford 

169 

Gwersvllt 

2 

8 

18 

1106 

15 

Holt  

4 

6 

100 

Isycoed  

12 

Llangollen  Rural 

4 

6 

239 

Llantysilio 

8 

Llay 

846 

10 

Marchwiel 

105 

Minera  

no 

Penycae 

656 

Rhos  

4 

6 

12 

lOII 

I 

4 

30 

Ruabon  

1155 

Sesswick 

1 



10 

Totals 

20 

I 28 

42 

9885 

17 

19 

36 

DRAINAGE 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  informs  me  that  the  position  at 
the  end  of  1972  can  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

“Schemes  are  now  being  prepared  for  the  districts  of  New 
Brighton,  Cross  Lanes  and  Stansty.  When  these  care  completed, 
the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements  for  virtually  the 
whole  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  Council  area  which  can  be 
drained  by  foul  sewerage  system  will  have  been  accomplished.” 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Amenities  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1972. 

Several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  staff  establishment. 
In  January,  Mr.  Philip  Arthur  James,  Pupil  Public  Health  Ins- 
pector, was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  having 
been  successful  in  obtaining  the  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Education  Board  in  November,  1971. 

Mr.  John  Barry  Evans,  our  other  Pupil,  was  also  successful 
in  his  examination  and  gained  his  Diploma  in  June,  1972,  where- 
upon he  was  appointed  Temporary  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Following  the  above  appointments,  there  were  vacancies  for 
two  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Mr.  Robert  Stuart  Edge 
and  Mr.  Kenneth  Stephen  Sutcliffe  were  appointed  to  these  posts 
in  September. 

During  the  year  also,  Mrs.  Ann  Griffiths,  Shorthand/Typist 
Clerk,  resigned  her  position  and  this  was  filled  by  Miss  Rosemary 
Ann  Hughes. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme,  151  houses  having  been  condemned  and  another  134 
represented  to  Council  for  the  necessary  action  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  a 100%  meat  inspection  has 
once  again  been  maintained. 

All  the  other  many  aspects  of  public  health  duties,  both 
professional  and  administrative,  have  been  satisfactorily  carried 
out  and  I express  my  appreciation  to  the  Staff  for  their  loyalty 
and  support  at  all  times. 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  co-operation  received  from  the 
Medical  Officer  and  other  Chief  Officers,  and  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Amenities 
Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support. 

Yours  sincerely, 

C.  DAVIES, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

The  following  Table  gives  a detaled  list  of  visits  and  works 
carried  out  in  all  fields  of  Public  Health  Administration  during 
the  year. 

TABLE  21. 

HOUSING: 

No.  of  houses  re-roofed  5 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Roofs  2 1 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  eaves  gutters  and  downspouts  1 7 

No.  of  houses  re-plastered  16 

No.  of  houses  re-pointed  i 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Doors  2 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Lighting  23 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  damp  proof  course  i6 

No.  of  houses  otherwise  treated  to  prevent  dampness  17 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  renewed  19 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  repaired  3 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  baths  24 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  hot  and  cold  water  systems  to 

baths  24 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  wash-hand  basins  24 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  hot  and  cold  water  systems  to 

wash-hand  basins  24 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  complete  bathrooms  35 

DRAINAGE: 

No.  of  new  septic  tanks  constructed  8 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  5 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  with  hot  and  cold  water  21 

No.  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises i 

No.  of  drains  repaired  or  improved  26 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  constructed  2 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

No.  of  new  water  closets  provided  23 

No.  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns  2 

No.  of  old  water  closets  repaired  3 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

No.  of  service  pipes  renewed  by  Water  Co 50 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  by  Water  Co 229 

No.  of  dwellings  provided  with  indoor  water  supply  2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 

No.  of  visits  to  Canteens  18 

No.  of  visits  to  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  20 

No.  of  visits  to  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  22 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  56 

No.  of  visits  to  Bakehouses  18 

LICENSED  PREMISES: 

No.  of  visits  to  Licensed  Premises  56 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved  3 

No.  of  premises  repaired,  renovated  or  reconstructed  20 
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MEAT  INSPECTION: 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  2241 

No.  of  visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls  22 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES: 

No.  of  visits  to  Knackers  Yards  53 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1961: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  137 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved  i 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  - 1947: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  83 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  61 

CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956  - 1968: 

No.  of  observations  taken  181 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  15 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  ii 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  12 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  137 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  14 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  43 10 

CLERICAL  WORK: 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  issued  94 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  71 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  i 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ......  — 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  22,217 
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HOUSING  ACTS 


In  the  20  year  period  since  the  resumption  of  the  Slum  Clear- 
ance Programme  in  1952,  a total  of  2,744  houses  have  been 
condemned  by  this  Council.  These  are  made  up  as  follows  : — 

193  Clearance  Orders/Compulsory 

Purchase  Orders  1,297  houses 

Clearance  Orders  246 

Demolition  Orders  1,201 


2,744 


In  addition  to  the  above,  63  houses  have  been  acquired  as 
‘Grey  Land’  and  a further  19  properties  purchased  in  lieu  of 
making  Clearance  Orders/Compulsory  Purchase  Orders.  There- 
fore, it  can  be  said  that  the  Council  has  actually  dealt  with  2,826 
houses  to  date. 

Table  22  gives  details  of  the  progress  in  the  Slum  Clearance 
programme  during  1972  and  shows  that  151  houses  were  con- 
demned, i.e.  14  Clearance  Orders/Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
involving  121  houses,  3 Closing  Orders  and  27  Demolition  Orders. 
5 properties  were  also  acquired  as  ‘Grey  Land’. 

A further  20  Clearance  Areas  including  101  properties,  have 
been  represented  to  the  Council  for  action  under  Part  III  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  and  33  for  individual  action  under  Part  II  of 
the  Act. 

In  spite  of  the  steady  progress  made  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  there  still  remains  a large  number  of  houses  awaiting  action 
under  Parts  II  and  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

During  the  year,  appeals  were  received  in  respect  of  one 
Clearance  Order  and  three  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  involv- 
ing 23  houses.  After  consideration  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Wales,  the  Orders  were  confirmed  without  modification. 

162  houses  have  been  demolished  this  year,  bringing  the  overall 
total  since  1952  to  2,534.  Included  in  this  figure,  of  course,  is  a 
legacy  from  the  pre-war  years,  i.e.  properties  condemned  prior  to 
1939,  but  which  remained  standing  and  in  some  cases,  occupied, 
during  the  war  years,  and  for  a few  years  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities. 

As  reported  previously,  the  Council  decided  to  implement 
certain  provisions  laid  down  in  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1969,  by  making  a General  Improvement  Area  in  Llay.  This  is 
proceeding  satisfactorily,  and  when  completed,  no  doubt,  other 
areas  will  receive  similar  treatment. 
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TABLE  22. 


IN  OR  ADJOINING  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

1.  No.  of  areas  confirmed  during  the  year  14 

2.  (a)  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  12 1 

(b)  No.  of  houses  classed  as  ‘grey  land’  5 

3.  Houses  purchased  in  lieu  of  making  C.P.Os — 

4.  No.  of  people  displaced  : 

(a)  Individuals 173 

(b)  Families  74 

5.  No.  of  houses  demolished  : 

(a)  Unfit  houses  ...._  53 

(b)  Houses  classed  as  'grey  land'  — 

REPRESENTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1.  No.  of  areas  20 

2.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  10 1 

3.  No.  of  people  to  be  displaced  : 

(a)  Individuals 207 

(b)  Families  94 

NOT  IN  OR  ADJOINING  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

No.  of  undertakings  accepted  (sec.  16)  — 

No.  of  undertakings  complied  with  — 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  (sec.  17)  3 

No.  of  demolition  orders  made  (sec.  17)  27 

No.  of  undertakings  to  demolish  in  lieu  of  making  orders  i 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  (sec.  18)  — 

No.  of  closing  orders  determined  (sec.  27)  3 

No.  of  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  subs- 
tituted (sec.  28)  5 

No.  of  demolition  orders  revoked  (Sec.  24)  — 

No.  of  demolition  orders  determined  and  closing  orders 

substituted  (sec.  26)  i 

No.  of  people  Replaced.  (Individual  Unfit  Houses)  ; 

(a)  Individuals 21 

(b)  Families  10 

No.  of  houses  demolished  following  demolition  orders  68 

No.  of  houses  demolished  following  closing  orders 2 

No.  of  other  houses  demolished ...._  39 

No.  of  individual  unfit  houses  represented  during  the  year 

(sec.  16(1))  33 

No.  of  people  to  be  displaced  : 

(a)  Individuals  59 

(b)  Families  27 
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GRANTS 
Standard  Grants 

A total  of  140  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received 
and  approved  during  the  year  which  is  an  increase  of  20  on  the 
1971  figure.  On  closer  scrutiny,  however,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  increase  is  more  than  wholly  accounted  for  in  respect  of 
owner/occupied  houses,  up  from  82  to  116.  In  fact,  the  number  of 
grants  in  respect  of  tenanted  houses  has  decreased  from  38  to  24 
and  is  disappointing,  for  with  the  increased  figure  in  1971,  which 
was  the  highest  since  the  commencement  of  grant  aid,  it  was 
hoped  that  landlords  were  at  last  beginning  to  take  advantage  of 
this  scheme  to  provide  modern  amenities  to  their  properties. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  an  increase  in  grants  for  owner/ 
occupied  properties.  This  shows  that  owner/occupiers,  at  least, 
are  sufficiently  eager  to  improve  and  modernise  their  properties, 
and  are  in  this  way  contributing  to  a better  standard  of  housing 
in  the  area  as  a whole. 

The  total  amount  paid  in  grants  was  considerably  higher  than 
for  1971,  the  average  grant  per  house  being  £400.81,  the  highest 
amount  for  this  type  of  grant  to  date.  More  detailed  information, 
together  with  amenities  provided  is  given  in  the  following  table. 

TABLE  23. 


Standard  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  received 
Number  of  applications  approved 
Number  of  applications  refused 
Number  of  dwellings  improved 

Amount  paid  in  grants 

Average  grant  per  house 

Total  cost  of  work  on  properties 

Amenities  provided: 

Fixed  baths  or  showers 
Hot  and  Cold  Water  supply  at  a fixed 
bath  or  shower 
Wash  hand  basins 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  supply  to  a wash 
hand  basin 
Sink 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  supply  at  a sink  , 
Water  Closets 
Septic  Tanks 


Owner! 

Occupier.  Tena  nted. 

ii6  24 

116  24 

116  24 

;^56,H3.64p. 
;^40o.8ip. 
;^92,986.27p. 


115 

119 

119 

122 

10 

104 

126 

7 
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Discretionary  Grants 

Here,  one  must  report  an  overall  increase  on  any  figure  yet 
published  in  respect  of  both  owner/occupied  and  tenanted  pro- 
perties. There  was  an  increase  of  54  on  last  year’s  figure  in  respect 
of  owner /occupied  houses,  from  97  to  151  and  unlike  the  report 
on  Standard  Grants  a figure  of  5 times  that  for  1971  can  be 
claimed  in  respect  of  tenanted  houses,  i.e.  from  8 to  40.  As  will  be 
anticipated  from  such  an  increase,  the  amount  paid  in  grants 
during  the  year  is  well  up  on  1971,  in  fact,  it  shows  an  increase 
of  £124,395.  The  average  grant  per  houses  is  £l,098.30p,  as 
compared  to  £813. 14p  in  1971,  again  the  highest  average  to  date. 


TABLE  24. 


Discretionary  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  received 
Number  of  applications  approved 
Number  of  applications  refused 
Number  of  dwellings  improved  


Owner/ 

Occupier.  T en  anted 

151  40 

151  40 


151  40 


Amount  paid  in  grants 


;^209,774.5op. 


Average  grant  per  house 


;£ro98.3op. 


Total  cost  of  work  on  properties 


;^396,862.95p. 


From  the  above  figures,  it  will  be  noted  that  a total  of  331 
houses  will  be  improved  with  grant  aid  in  one  year  alone.  When 
one  considers  the  number  of  houses  which  have  been  improved, 
renovated  and  modernised  in  this  way  since  grants  first  became 
available,  the  figure  must  be  quite  formidable,  and  must  surely 
have  had  a marked  effect  on  the  condition  of  houses  in  our  district. 
Were  it  not  for  the  financial  assistance  offered  by  the  Government 
in  this  way,  many  more  houses  would  soon  become  sub-standard 
and  would  eventually  have  to  be  dealt  with  under  Parts  2 and  3 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  for  demolition  and  clearance. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1969— Section  44 
Qualification  Certificates 

Under  the  above  Act,  owners  can  apply  for  Qualification 
Certificates  in  respect  of  their  properties.  If  these  certificates 
are  approved,  a controlled  tenancy  becomes  a regulated  tenancy 
and  a fair  rent  can  be  charged. 

Only  15  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were 
received  during  the  year,  less  than  half  the  number  for  1971. 
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Every  property  was  inspected  and  the  following  recommenda- 
tions made  : — 

Issue  of  Certificates  approved  7 cases 

Issue  of  Certificates  with-held  until 
certain  works  carried  out  6 

Issue  of  Certificates  refused  2 ,, 

WATER  SUPPLY 

29  samples  of  water  from  the  various  districts  supplied  by 
the  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Chester,  for  bacteriological  examination.  28 
of  these  were  from  properties  supplied  by  the  Wrexham  and  East 
Denbighshire  Water  Company  and  one  from  a property  supplied 
by  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board. 

Of  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company’s 
supply,  two  showed  unsatisfactory  results.  Both  were  later 
re-sampled  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Full  details  of  the  Analyst's  reports  are  given  in  Table  25. 
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TABLE  25. 
WATER  SUPPLY 


Nature  of  sample  and 
where  taken 

Date 

Sample 

Taken 

Probable 

No. 

Coliform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable  I 
No.  1 

Esch.  Coli 
(Type  i) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks 

Wrexham  and  East 
Denbighshire  Water  Co. 

Brymbo 

10-1-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Rhos  

15-2-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Broughton  

16-3-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Broughton  

16-3-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

♦Gwersyllt  

26-4-72 

2 

Present 

Unsatisfactory. 

♦Gwersyllt  

4-5-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Bieston  

16-5-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Ruabon  

6-6-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Ruabon 

6-6-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Gwersyllt  

25-7-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Gresford  

25-7-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Broughton  

25-7-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Allington 

26-7-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

•Rhos  

26-7-72 

8 

Present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Esc.  Below 

26-7-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Ruabon 

26-7-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

•Rhos 

16-8-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Bersham 

12-9-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Bersham 

13-9-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Bersham 

13-9-72 

I 

Satisfactory. 

Bersham 

14-9-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Holt  

9-10-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Marchwiel  

9-10-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Holt  

9-10-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Ruabon 

17-10-72 

0 

Satisfactorj'. 

Llan.  Rural 

17-10-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Rhos  

8-11-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

Marchwiel  

27-11-72 

0 

Satisfactorj'. 

West  Denbighshire  & 
West  Flintshire  Water 
Board. 

Glyndyfrdwy 

6-6-72 

0 

Satisfactory. 

44  samples  of  water  from  farms  and  premises  situated  outside 
the  area  supplied  by  the  Water  Undertakers  were  also  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  as  to  suitability 
for  domestic  purposes.  These  included  37  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical analyses  and  7 for  chemical  analyses. 

These  private  supplies  are  kept  under  constant  supervision, 
periodic  samples  are  taken  and^the  owners  advised  accordingly. 
During  the  year  7 properties  situated  in  the  district  were  dis- 
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connected  from  private  supplies  and  connected  to  the  Wrexhan 
and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company’s  mains. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
ACT,  1958 

9 premises  are  registered  for  slaughter  of  animals  for  human 
consumption.  These  premises,  all  privately  owned,  are  generally 
well  conducted. 

Meat  inspection  presents  a problem  to  most  local  authorities, 
particularly  so  when  there  are  a number  of  slaughterhouses 
scattered  over  a large  area.  One  cannot  over-emphasise  the 
importance  of  carrying  out  this  vital  part  of  Public  Health 
work  in  a conscientious  and  thorough  manner  in  order  to  safe- 
guard the  public  against  the  sale  of  unfit  meat.  Since  private 
slaughterhouses  were  re-licenced  after  the  war,  a 100%  meat 
inspection  has  been  maintained  and  I can  assure  you  that  1972 
is  no  exception.  To  achieve  this,  however,  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  have  had  to  devote  a considerable  amount  of  time 
during  and  out  of  office  hours  at  the  slaughterhouses.  I can 
confidently  state  that  they  apply  the  utmost  priority  and  skill 
to  this  aspect  of  their  work  and  I am  convinced  that  our  appre- 
ciation and  thanks  are  due  to  them,  unreservedly. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  showed  a decrease 
on  1971,  but  is  still  a substantial  figure,  practically  60,000. 

The  quality  of  animals  killed  in  this  area  is  of  a high  standard, 
with  the  exception  of  those  slaughtered  at  one  slaughterhouse 
which  accepts  casualty  carcases  and  re-actor  cattle  sent  in  by 
the  Ministry  for  slaughter.  A large  percentage  of  this  meat  is 
condemned  and  this  no  doubt  accounts  to  some  large  measure 
for  the  high  percentage  of  condemned  meat. 

A large  portion  of  the  total  slaughter  takes  place  at  this 
slaughterhouse,  and  warrants  one  Inspector  being  employed 
practically  full-time  at  the  premises,  from  which  meat  is  despatched 
to  many  cities  and  towns  in  England  and  Wales. 

You  will  note  from  the  table  that  cows  and  calves,  although 
considerably  less  in  number  than  the  other  animals  slaughtered, 
show  a high  percentage  of  condemnation,  slightly  more  than  J of 
the  total  cows  and  half  the  calves  received  for  slaughter  have 
been  condemned.  This  has,  no  doubt,  had  its  effect  on  the  total 
tonnage  condemned. 

The  provisions  of  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969, 
have  again  been  strictly  adhered  to. 
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The  slaughterhouses  have  also  been  periodically  visited,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food,  to  ensure  that  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Hygeine)  Regulations,  1958,  and  the  Slaughterhouses  (Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Animals),  Regulations,  1958,  are  complied  with 
in  all  respects. 

During  the  year  we  participated  in  a Trichinosis  Survey  run 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  I think 
it  interesting  and  pleasing  to  quote  from  their  report. 

“During  the  survey  119,738  specimens  were  submitted  from 
abattoirs  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales  to  Veterinary  Investi- 
gation Centres,  and  on  examination,  all  have  been  negative  for 
Trichinosis.” 

TABLE  26 


Year  1972 

Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

2006 

148 

45 

21,353 

36,342 

59.894 

Number  inspected 

2006 

148 

45 

21,353 

36.342 

59,894 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

37 

56 

22 

112 

910 

1137 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

207 

44 

I 

941 

7142 

8335 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber- 

/o 

9/ 

/o 

% 

/o 

9/ 

/o 

% 

culosis  and  cysticerci 

12.16 

67-57 

51.11 

4-93 

22.16 

15.81 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

449 

449 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

9/ 

/o 

1.24 

•% 

0 75 

Cystlcercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

There  are  32  persons  registered  by  the  Council,  under  the 
above  Act,  to  slaughter  animals,  4 less  than  in  1971.  6 persons 

have  discontinued  and  their  licences  were  cancelled  during  the 
year  and  2 were  registered  for  the  first  time.  I 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 

The  inspection  of  foodstuffs  (other  than  meat  at  slaughter- 
houses) is  another  important  duty  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  A number  of  requests  are  made  by  retailers  each  year 
for  the  examination  of  foodstuffs  which  they  suspect  to  be  un- 
wholesome and  unfit  for  sale.  Where  the  Inspector’s  examina- 
tion confirms  this,  he  issues  a “Voluntary  Surrender  Certificate’’ 
which  the  retailer  submits  to  the  wholesaler  and  in  return  receives 
an  allowance  for  the  condemned  foodstuffs.  Details  of  foodstuffs 
condemned  is  given  in  Table  27. 

TABLE  27. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  OR  CONDEMNED 

Tons  Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 


Meat  at  Slaughterhouses  

48 

18 

Meat  

7 

tins 

) 

98 

lbs. 

) 

Sausage 

35 

lbs. 

Fish  

1 

tin 

Soup  

7 

tins 

Hot  Toast  Savoury 

1 

tin 

Beans  

10 

tins 

Runner  Beans  

3 

tins 

Peas  

5 

tins 

Tomatoes  

8 

tins 

Fruit  

11 

tins 

Milk  

10 

tins 

Macaroni  

1 

tin 

Due  to  electricity  breakdowns,  the  following  foodstuffs  were 
also  condemned. 

1552  packets  of  frozen  foods 
1986  lbs.  of  frozen  foods 

During  the  year,  there  was  a fire  in  one  retail  shop  in  the 
district,  as  a result  of  which  practically  the  entire  stock  was 
rendered  unfit  for  sale.  This  accounts  for  the  following  amounts 


of  foodstuffs  condemned  : — 

Tins  484 

Packets  1188 

Bottles  71 

Drums  54 

Boxes,  tubes,  etc 632 

Lbs 268^ 
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SECTION  2,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

During  the  year,  34  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of 
food  being  sold  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality 
demanded,  an  increase  of  2 on  1971. 

In  respect  of  each  complaint  received,  a complete  investiga- 
tion is  carried  out  and  the  manufacturer’s  or  wholesaler’s  repres- 
sentative  interviewed.  In  17  cases  full  reports  were  submitted 
to  the  Legal  Department  of  the  Council  with  a view  to  legal 
proceedings  being  instituted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
subject  to  the  Clerk  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  being  satisfied 
as  to  the  evidence. 

The  remaining  17  cases  were  of  such  a nature  that  legal 
action  was  not  considered  to  be  justified  but  warnings  were  given 
to  the  firms  concerned. 

In  twelve  instances,  the  suspect  foodstuffs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  Chester,  for  examination. 

In  1972,  fines  to  the  total  of  £65,  with  £15  Advocates  Fees 
were  imposed  in  respect  of  3 legal  actions  in  connection  with 
complaints  received  in  1971. 

The  following  details  give  the  number  of  complaints  received 
during  the  last  few  years  : — 

1965  6 complaints 

1966  6 

1967  7 

1968  4 

1969  13 

1970  18 

1971  32 

1972  34 

It  is  obvious  from  these  figures  that  the  public  are  becoming 
more  and  more  aware  of  the  danger  to  health  from  unfit  or  con- 
taminated foodstuffs  and  of  their  responsibility  to  report  such 
cases.  I believe  that  certain  articles  which  have  appeared  in 
local  and  national  press,  together  with  T.V.  and  radio  program- 
mes on  this  subject,  have  helped  tremendously  in  awakening  the 
public  to  a sense  of  duty  in  this  matter.  I cannot  emphasise  too 
strongly  the  importance  of  reporting  all  suspect  cases  to  the 
Health  Department.  This  is  the  only  way  that  manufacturers 
and  retailers  can  be  made  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  to 
ensure  that  all  their  products  are  fit  and  wholesome  when  offered 
for  sale. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

There  is  no  marked  change  in  the  number  of  Food  Premises 
in  the  district.  These  are  as  follows  : — 
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Canteens,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  72 

Butchers  Shops  31 

Licenced  Premises  158 

Sausage  Manufacturers  9 

Fish  Frying  Establishments  33 

Ice  Cream  Premises  165 

Grocers  183 

Greengrocers  16 


Hygiene  in  these  food  premises  generally  is  of  a satisfactory 
standard,  and  the  occupiers  are  only  too  anxious  to  co-operate  in 
observing  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

They  are  very  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  preparation  and 
sale  of  food  calls  for  the  most  stringent  methods  of  cleanliness 
and  the  latest  machinery  and  equipment. 

Another  recent  aid  to  satisfactory  trading  is  the  dating  of 
products,  which  is  proving  invaluable  to  both  retailers  and 
purchasers  alike. 

In  common  with  the  national  trend,  another  modern  super- 
market has  been  erected  in  the  district  and  was  opened  during 
the  year. 

Despite  all  modern  equipment  and  new  techniques,  however, 
the  necessity  for  regular  visits  and  supervision  by  the  Department 
remains  a practice  in  order  to  ensure  that  all  possible  precautions 
for  safeguarding  the  interests  and  health  of  the  public  are  carried 
out. 

19  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Chester,  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were 
the  products  of  large,  established  firms. 

The  Analyst’s  reports  were  as  follows  : — 


Grade  1 7 

Grade  2 7 

Grade  3 4 

Grade  4 1 


The  Grade  4 sample  was  later  re-sampled  with  a Grade  1 
result. 

Both  manufacturers  and  retailers  are  informed  of  the  results 
as  soon  as  received. 

FOOD  SAMPLING 

The  Denbighshire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  and  I must  once  again,  thank  Mr.  D.  Hugh  Owens, 
Chief  Officer  of  the  Trading  Standards  Department,  for  the 
following  information  in  respect  of  formal  samples  taken  by  his 
Department  in  our  area  during  1972. 
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TABLE  28 


A rticles 

No. 

Taken 

Genuine 

Non  Genuine 
or  Sub- 
standard 

Milk  

107 

103 

4 

Butter  

2 

2 

Margarine  

1 

I 

Lard 

2 

2 

Cheese  

I 

I 

Cheese  Spread  

2 

2 

Meat  Pies  

4 

3 

I 

Sausages  

4 

4 

Sausage  rolls  

5 

5 

Hamburgers  with  onion 

2 

2 

Beef  mince  with  onions  and 
gravy 

I 

I 

Skinless  lamb  tongues 

I 

I 

Chicken  Fillets  in  jelly 

I 

I 

Canelloni  

I 

I 

Beef  spread  

I 

I 

Suet  dumpling  mix  

I 

I 

Tinned  Vegetables  

4 

4 

Spaghetti 

I 

I 

Vegetable  Soup  

1 

I 

Sauce 

2 

2 

Pickled  onions  

I 

I 

Malt  vinegar 

I 

I 

Salad  cream 

I 

I 

Curry  pickle 

I 

I 

Curry  powder  

I 

I 

Gravy  salt 

I 

r 

Sardines 

2 

2 

Peeled  shrimps 

I 

I 

Salmon  

I 

I 

Marmalade 

I 

I 

Flavoured  gellatine  

I 

I 

Bread  

I 



I 

Pie  filling  

I 

I 

Custard  tart  mix  

I 

r 

Sweet  biscuits  

I 

I 

Coconut  sponge  

I 

I 

Doughnuts  

I 

I 

Yogurt  

I 

I 

Dessert  whip 

I 

I 

Artificial  cream  cakes  filling  

I 

I 

Sweets  

2 

2 

Soft  brown  sugar  

I 

I 

Artificial  sweeteners  

I 

I 

Coffee  & chicory  essence 

I 

I 

Instant  low  fat  milk  

I 

I 

Sterilized  cream  

3 

3 

Ice  cream  powder 

I 

I 

Ice  cream  

I 

I 

Ice  lollies 

I 

I 

Soft  drinks 

I 

I 

Imported  wine 

I 

I 

Strong  ale  

I 

I 

Whiskey  

I 

I 
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Non  Genuine 


No.  or  Sub- 

Articles  Taken  Genuine  standard 

Indian  Brandee  i i 

Baby  Food  2 i i 

Slimming  diet  i i 

Proprietary  medicines 871 


193  183  10 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  107  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1972.  Of  the  samples  of  milk,  64  were  taken  formally  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  whilst  the  remaining  43  were 
taken  informally  and  were  tested  within  the  department  with  a 
satisfactory  result  in  each  case.  The  Public  Analyst  reported 
that  three  samples  contained  traces  of  added  water  and  the 
producers  concerned  were  advised  and  cautioned.  The  Analyst 
further  reports  that  additional  tests  for  the  presence  of  anti- 
biotics in  60  of  the  milk  samples  gave  a negative  result  in  each 
instance.  A further  milk  sample,  the  result  of  a consumer  com- 
plaint, was  found  to  contain  rodent  excreta  and  the  producer 
concerned  has  been  prosecuted  and  convicted. 

There  were  82  routine  and  5 complainant  samples,  other  than 
milk,  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  testing  and  report.  One 
routine  sample  of  cough  balsam  was  reported  as  being  incorrectly 
labelled  and  has  been  dealt  with  by  advice  and  caution.  The  five 
complaint  samples  concerned  ‘foreign  bodies’  etc.,  in  a meat  pie, 
beef  spread,  bread,  yogurt  and  baby  food.  The  issues  relating  to 
bread  and  meat  pie  were  successfully  pursued  in  court  whilst  the 
other  matters  were  dealt  with  by  advice  and  caution.  Otherwise 
all  remaining  samples  were  certified  as  being  genuine  and  free 
from  all  prohibited  preservatives,  colouring  matters,  etc. 

Apart  from  the  taking  of  samples  for  testing,  a great  deal  of 
routine  work  on  the  examination  of  labelling  etc.,  is  done  by  the 
Inspectors  during  routine  inspection.  This  function  is  completed 
during  the  work  involved  under  Weights  and  Measures,  Trade 
Description  etc.,  duties  and  is  part  of  an  Inspectors  daily  routine. 
It  will  be  appreciated  that  samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  vending 
machines,  schools,  welfare  homes,  hospitals  etc.,  and  tested  within 
the  department.  During  the  year  in  question,  all  such  tests 
carried  out  proved  satisfactory. 

KNACKERS  YARD 

As  in  former  years,  two  premises  have  been  registered  as 
knackers  yards,  namely  ; — 

Tyddyn  Daniel,  Marchwiel  (Glutton) 

Ffrwd,  Brymbo  (Bond) 
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Both  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  the  businesses  found 
to  be  well  conducted  at  all  times. 

In  addition  to  other  animals  slaughtered  on  the  premises, 
28  horses  were  slaughtered  and  261  carcases  received  during  the 
year,  an  overall  increase  of  122  on  1971. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1961 

At  the  end  of  1972,  there  were  206  factories  on  the  Council’s 
register.  These  are  regularly  visited  and  generally  speaking  the 
businesses  are  found  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
The  premises  comply  with  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Acts  in 
most  cases,  as  is  indictated  by  the  fact  that  in  three  instances 
only  was  it  necessary  to  serve  notices  upon  owners  to  carry  out 
remedial  work  on  their  premises. 

Some  factories  are  discontinued  and  others  newly  registered 
each  year  and  the  latest  figure  shows  an  overall  increase  of  21 
on  the  total  five  years  ago. 

In  former  years  we  only  had  one  Industrial  Estate  where 
large  factories  were  sited  and  these  amounted  to  only  a very  small 
proportion  of  the  total  factories  in  the  area;  the  vast  majority 
of  the  others  were  small,  family  concerns. 

In  recent  years,  however,  a number  of  other  Industrial 
Estates  have  been  established  in  the  district,  where  several  large, 
modern,  highly-mechanised  factories  have  been  constructed. 
As  a result  of  industrial  development  it  is  inevitable  that  com- 
plaints are  sometimes  received  of  nuisances  arising  due  to  emis- 
sions of  smoke,  fumes  and  odours.  These  are  investigated  and 
it  is  generally  found  that  the  management  are  only  too  eager  to 
take  the  necessary  measures  to  either  completely  eliminate  or,  at 
least,  minimise  the  nuisance. 

I would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Alkali 
Inspector  for  his  co-operation  and  advice  in  certain  difficult  cases. 

The  following  Tables  give  detailed  statistical  information 
concerning  the  registered  factories. 
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TABLE  29. 


Factory.  No.  oh  Regtsier. 

Animal  Food  (Manufacture  of)  ..™  i 

Bakehouses  9 

Boot  Repairers  3 

Brickworks  .....  .....  6 

Cabin  Cruiser  Repairs  i 

Chemical  Works  .....  3 

Coach  Builders  and  Body  Repairs  .....  3 

Collieries  .....  2 

Cotton,  Weaving  and  Spinning  3 

Dairies  i 

Detergents,  etc i 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring  .....  9 

Dry  Cleaning  i 

Electrical  Equipment  .....  13 

Engineering  Repair  Workshops  8 

Garages  61 

Gas  Works  2 

Hydraulic  Equipment  i 

Iron,  Steel  and  Metal  Manufacturers  1 1 

J oinery  (Upholstery  and  Undertaking,  Builders’ 

Shops  etc.)  23 

Life  Saving  Equipment  i 

Millers  2 

Plastic  Coating  i 

Plastic  Manufacture  6 

Pr-cast  Concrete  Units  5 

Printers  4 

Sawmills  3 

Scrap  Dealers  .....  2 

Slag  Handling  and  Scrap  Recovery  ....  i 

Slaughter  Houses  .....  9 

Soft  Furnishings  2 

Stone  Crushing  i 

Stonemasons  i 

Stone  Quarrying  i 

Tiled  Fireplaces  ......  i 

Toy  Manufacture  3 

Tyre  Manufacture  i 

Totals  206 
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TABLE  30. 

PART  1 OP  THE  1961  ACT. 


I — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(I) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  i,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities  

8 

32 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

198 

2346 

3 

iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

Totals 

*206 

2378 

3 

♦This  figure  includes  bakehouses. 


45 


TABLE  31 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  "cases”). 


Particulars 

(I) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
•|stituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Re- 

medied 

(3) 

Ref 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

erred 
By  H.M. 

1 Inspectoi 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i.) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3.)  

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4.)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  

I 

I 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 



other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Outwork) 

Totals 

3 

3 

— 

46 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT, 


Ja6 

tm 

o 

3 

o 


eo 


•3 

a 

C9 

CO 

00 


CO 

a 

o 


o 


Section  134 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Section  133 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

133  (i)  (c) 
(2) 

CO 

■ 

N 

UO 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(I) 

Wearing  apparel  ) Making,  etc 

) 

) Cleaning  and 
) Washing 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

Totals  | 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928-1947 

In  accordance  with  the  above  Act,  the  responsibility  for 
licencing  premises  where  petroleum  spirits  and  mixtures  are 


stored  rests  with  the  Council. 

Details  of  the  present  position  are  as  follows 

No.  of  Licenced  Premises  at  end  of  1971  64 

No.  of  Licenced  Premises  discontinued  during 

1972  — 

No.  of  new  licences  issued  during  1972  11 

Total  Number  of  Licenced  Premises  at  end  of 
1972  75 


One  new  petrol  tank  was  installed  during  the  year  and  I would 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  co-operation  received  from  the  Den- 
bighshire and  Montgomeryshire  Joint  Fire  Service  for  their  assis- 
tance in  connection  with  this  work. 

One  disused  tank  was  rendered  safe  by  infilling  with  cement 
slurry. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

As  in  former  years  .the  requirements  of  this  Act,  which  deals 
with  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  workers  in  various  offices, 
retail  shops,  wholesale  departments,  warehouses,  catering  estab- 
lishments, canteens  and  fuel  storage  depots,  have  been  carried  out. 

Registration  changes  were  less  than  in  1971,  10  premises 
being  cancelled  and  6 premises  registered  for  the  first  time,  making 
a corrected  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  213,  a decrease  of  4 on 
the  1971  total.  1549  persons  are  employed  in  these  premises. 

Total  visits  numbered  61,  as  a result  of  which  notices  to 
remedy  any  defects  found  to  exist  at  the  premises  were  served. 

Contraventions  were  fewer,  a total  of  19  as  compared  to  32 
for  the  previous  year.  12  of  these  were  in  shops  and  the  remain- 
ing 7 in  catering  establishments.  As  in  previous  years,  the  con- 
traventions listed  under  “Temperature”  were  all  due  to  absence 
of  thermometers  and  7 included  in  ’’Other  Matters"  were  in 
respect  of  the  absence  of  Abstracts  of  the  Act  which  should  be 
provided  for  the  information  of  employees.  Notices  were  served 
upon  persons  concerned  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  12  con- 
traventions had  been  remedied. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  premises  registered, 
it  can  be  claimed  that  a remarkably  satisfactory  situation  e.xists. 

During  the  year,  9 accidents  were  reported  but  not  one  was 
of  a very  serious  nature.  All  were  investigated,  and  no  prosec- 
tions or  formal  warnings  to  owners  were  found  necessary.  In- 
formal advice  was,  however,  given  in  three  instances  and  no 
further  action  was  called  for  in  the  remaining  6 cases. 
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To  date,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  recommend  to  our 
Legal  Department  that  legal  proceedings  be  instituted  under  any 
section  of  the  Act. 

Detailed,  tabulated  information  on  all  aspects  of  the  Act  is 
given  in  the  following  tables  and  includes  statistical  information 
supplied  to  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories  on  certain  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  33 


A.  REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTION. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
on 

Council's 
register  at 
end  of 
1971 

Premises 

cancelled 

during 

1972 

New 

registrations 

during 

1972 

Total 
No.  on 
Council's 
register 
at  end  of 
1972 

No.  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  1972 

Offices  

67 

6 

3 

64 

I 

Retail  Shops 

130 

2 

2 

130 

8 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

3 

I 

I 

3 

— 

Catering  Establish- 
ments open  to 
Public,  Canteens 

16 

1 

. 

15 

I 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Totals 

217 

10 

6 

213 

10 

No.  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  — 6i 

TABLE  34. 


B.  ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OF  YEAR,  1972. 


Class  of  workplace 
(I) 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

(2) 

Offices  

888 

Retail  Shops 

523 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

23 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public  

94 

Canteens  

17 

Fuel  storage  depots 

4 

Total 

1549 

Total  Males 

736 

Total  Females 

813 
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TABLE  35. 

C.  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS. 


Section 

Cases  considered  under  : 

No.  of 
Contraven- 
tions 
found 
& Notices 
served 
during  1972 

No.  Com- 
pleted 
during 
1972 

4- 

Cleanliness  

I 

5- 

Overcrowding  

6. 

Temperature  

4 

4 

7- 

Ventilation  

I 

8. 

Lighting  

9- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  

10. 

Washing  facilities  

II. 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water  

12. 

Clothing  Accommodation  

13- 

Sitting  Facilities 

14. 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  

15- 

Eating  Facilities 

16. 

Floors,  passage  and  stairs  

I 

17- 

Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 

18. 

Protection  of  young  persons  from 
dangerous  machinery  

19- 

Training  of  young  persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 

23- 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

24. 

First  Aid  

2 

2 

Other  matters 

10 

7 

Totals 

19 

13 

D. 

EXEMPTIONS. 

No.  of  applications  received 

— 

E. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

No.  instituted  and  completed  during  the  year 
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TABLE  36. 


F.  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS. 


No.  Tota)  No.  Action  Recommended 

Reported  Investi-  

Workplace  Fatal.  Non-  gated.  Prosecu-  Formal  Informal  No 
Fatal.  tion  Warning.  Advice.  Action 


Offices  2 2 2 

Retail  Shops  5 5 2 3 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses  2 2 1 1 


Catering  Establish- 
ments open  to 
public,  canteens 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

Totals  9 9 3 6 

TABLE  37. 

Analysis  of  reported  accidents. 


Catering 

establish- 

Cause  of  Accident.  Offices.  Retail  Wholesale  ments  open  Fuel 

Shops.  Warehouses,  to  public.  Storage 
canteens.  Depots. 


Machinery- 

Transport 

Falls  of  persons  i i 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or  per- 
son   I I 

Handling  goods  5 

Struck  by  falling  object 

Fires  and  Explosions  

Electricity  

Use  of  hand  tools 
Not  otherwise  specified 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956  AND  1968 
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TABLE  39. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 


Rhosycoed  Site, 

Pentre 

Month 

T revor 

Broughtc 

January 

0.91 

0.72 

February 

0.42 

0.38 

March  

0.84 

0.64 

April  

0.32 

0.24 

May  

0.38 

0.42 

June  

0.22 

0.14 

July  

0.21 

0.15 

August  

0.23 

0.10 

September 

0.35 

0.32 

October 

0.38 

0.47 

November 

0.36 

0.50 

December 

0.48 

0.26 

There  are  six  Standard  Gauges  and  two  Lead  Dioxide  Ins- 
truments sited  in  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  January,  the  Standard  Deposit  Gauge  at  Acrefair 
was  discontinued  and  re-sited  at  the  beginning  of  February  at 
Isycoed,  where  readings  were  commenced.  This  gauge  was  sited 
to  monitor  a particular  factory  on  the  Wrexham  Industrial  Estate. 

As  in  previous  years  the  only  exceptionally  high  reading  were 
from  the  gauges  monitoring  a certain  factory  which  has  been 
causing  us  great  concern  for  a considerable  time.  For  three 
months,  this  factory  ceased  to  operate  and  the  figures  clearly 
indicate  the  months  involved. 

I 

When  the  factory  is  in  operation,  continuous  complaints  are 
received  from  local  inhabitants  regarding  excessive  fall-out  of 
dust  and  grit.  Numerous  meetings  have  taken  place  between 
representatives  of  the  firm  concerned,  the  Alkali  Inspector  and 
ourselves,  but  no  permanent  cure  has  yet  been  discovered. 

Apart  from  the  above,  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  have 
been  received  in  respect  of  two  other  factories  in  the  area  and 
one  of  a smoke  nuisance  arising  from  the  burning  of  rubbish  at 
a Supermarket.  These  were  successfully  resolved  by  interview 
with  the  firms  concerned. 


Chimney  Heights 

Three  applications  were  received  under  Section  6 of  the  1968 
Act  for  approval  of  chimney  height.  Certificates  were  granted  in 
all  cases. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

8 complaints  of  nuisances  from  noise  were  received  during 
the  year.  4 were  alleged  to  be  caused  by  industrial  machinery, 
three  were  from  commercial  premises  (one  of  which  was  outside 
our  area),  and  the  other  came  under  the  classification  of  Road- 
works Construction,  Demolition,  etc. 

All  were  investigated  but  in  one  instance  only  was  the 
nuisance  confirmed  and  this  was  remedied  informally. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

As  in  1971,  the  total  number  of  registered  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  in  the  area  was  five. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  two  establishments,  one 
alleging  excessive  noise  and  the  other  in  respect  of  disease  among 
dogs. 

Several  close  neighbours  were  interviewed  regarding  the 
alleged  noise  nuisance,  and  the  general  feeling  was  that  while  the 
barking  was  intense  at  certain  times,  some  improvement  had 
become  apparent.  The  owner  was  genuinely  concerned  and 
intends  to  install  a sound  proof  kennel  block  to  accommodate 
troublesome  dogs,  but  as  a result  of  the  cost  involved,  this  will 
be  a gradual  development. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  should  a particular  noisy  dog  be 
admitted  to  the  kennels,  it  is  subjected  to  a mild  form  of  sedation. 

Regarding  the  other  complaint,  it  would  appear  that  stray 
dogs  found  by  the  Police  were  brought  to  this  Establishment, 
where  they  were  kept  for  9 days  before  being  destroyed.  These 
animals  were  examined  on  arrival  and  if  disease  was  diagnosed 
the  dogs  were  deposited  immediately  with  a Veterinary  Surgeon 
for  destroying.  These  infected  stray  dogs  were  kept  isolated  from 
the  ordinary  kennels,  and  inspection  of  the  premises  showed  the 
isolation  facilities  to  be  satisfactory. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Another  Pet  Shop  was  registered  during  1972,  making  a total 
of  2 in  our  area. 

Both  premises  have  been  inspected  and  any  works  of  improve- 
ment necessary  to  bring  them  up  to  the  standard  laid  down  in  the 
Act  have  been  caried  out. 

Regular  visits  are  also  paid  in  order  to  ensure  that  all  animals 
are  kept  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  set  out  in  the  licence. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 
1960 

One  residential  caravan  site  was  licenced  during  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  licenced  sites  to  36.  These  are  made  up  as 
follows  : — 25  Holiday  Sites  accomnfodating  205  caravans,  14  in 
respect  of  Individual  Sites  (1-3  caravans)  and  11  multiple  (more 
than  3). 

11  residential  sites,  involving  103  caravans  (8  being  Individual 
Sites  and  3 Multiple). 

Inspection  of  all  sites  are  carried  out  at  varying  intervals. 
Where  any  infringement  of  the  regulations  are  noted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  site  owner  is  drawn  to  the  fact  and  generally  speaking 
their  co-operation  is  readily  given.  Taken  as  a whole,  the  stan- 
dard prevailing  in  our  area  can  be  said  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

As,  however,  in  many  other  spheres,  one  always  comes  across 
a ‘fly  in  the  ointment’  and  this  is  no  exception.  One  residential 
site  has  been  causing  us  great  concern  for  a number  of  years  and 
has  in  fact  been  the  subject  of  court  proceedings  on  more  than  one 
occasion  in  the  past.  This  year,  two  prosecutions  were  taken 
against  this  site  owner  under  Section  9 of  the  Act  for  non-com- 
pliance with  the  conditions  attached  to  his  licence,  and  he  received 
fines  on  both  occasions;  one  fine  of  £100  plus  £10  jVdvocates  Fee 
and  another  fine  of  £20.  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
some  attempt  has  now  been  made  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
and  this  has  resulted  in  a certain  amount  of  improvement  on  the 
site  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  improvement  will  be  maintained  and 
further  extended  in  the  future. 

On  another  caravan  site  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  a 
Statutory  Notice  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
not  on  the  site  owner,  but  on  the  occupier  of  one  of  the  caravans, 
to  thoroughly  cleanse  the  caravan  and  its  contents  and  to  cease 
keeping  cats,  in  order  to  prevent  a nuisance.  The  notice  was 
complied  with. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  area  has  from  time  to  time  been 
invaded  by  gypsies,  and  as  usual  their  ‘stay’  has  resulted  in  many 
complaints  from  the  public.  We  have  been  fortunate  to  prevail 
upon  them  to  ‘move  on’  but  not  before  they  have  left  their  mark, 
and  caused  much  work  in  clearing-up  operations  on  the  respective 
sites.  This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  establishing  a permanent 
Gypsy  Encampment,  as  outlined  in  Part  2 of  the  Caravan  Sites 
Act,  1968,  but  to  date  all  efforts  to  provide  such  a site  have 
proved  negative. 

It  is  not  too  difficult  a task  to  find  a piece  of  land  which  can 
be  suitably  adapted  for  use  as  an  encampment  but  quite  another 
matter  to  convince  the  neighbouring  public  of  this.  I am  afraid 
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that  the  deplorable  state  in  which  the  sites  used  by  the  itinerants 
have  been  left  does  nothing  to  alleviate  the  growing  antagonism 
by  the  public  to  the  provision  of  a permament  site. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  Local 
Authorities  are  instructed  to  register  all  persons  within  their 
district  who  are  carrying  on  businesses  as  Scrap  Metal  Dealers. 
There  are  22  such  dealers  on  our  register.  They  are  kept  under 
supervision  to  ensure  that  no  nuisance  arise  and  their  licences 
are  renewed  every  three  years. 

Close  liason  is  maintained  between  the  Police  Authority  and 
ourselves  in  the  implementation  of  this  Act. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

This  Act  places  the  duty  on  every  Local  Authority  to  inspect 
premises  in  their  area  suspected  of  being  infested  with  rats  or 
mice  and  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
eradication  of  these  pests. 

This  Council  employs  two  full-time  Rodent  Operators,  their 
duties  being  to  deal  with  all  infestation  complaints,  to  carry  out 
block  treatments  and  also  regularly  inspect  the  Council’s  ..sewers, 
sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips  and  to  treat  as  and  when 
found  necessary. 

During  1972,  1102  complaints  from  the  public  were  received. 
All  were  investigated  and  1035  were  found  to  require  treatment; 
these  included  844  for  rat  infestation  and  191  for  mice  infestation. 
The  figures  reveal  an  increase  of  251  treatments  on  the  total  for 
1971. 

In  May,  the  Operator,  accompanied  by  the  Field  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  carried  out  a 
survey  of  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  with  the  exception  of  one,  only  slight  infestations 
were  found,  and  in  fact,  three  works  proved  to  be  completely 
‘clear’. 

One  refuse  tip  proved  troublesome  again  this  year  but  after 
extensive  treatment  was  successfully  cleared. 

Sewer  treatments,  again  in  company  with  the  Ministry’s  Field 
Officer,  was  carried  out  in  Tanyfron,  Lodge,  Southsea,  New 
Broughton  and  Brynteg  areas.  These  sewers  were  found  to  be  in 
a remarkably  satisfactory  condition,  in  that  from  a total  of  67 
manholes  baited  only  one  was  affected  to  any  appreciable  degree 
and  five  slightly  affected,  all  of  which  after  further  treatment 
were  ‘clear’. 
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I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Gwyn 
Griffiths,  the  Field  Officer  concerned,  for  his  kindly  co-operation 
and  valuable  advice  at  all  times. 

INFESTATION  BY  VERMIN 

In  addition  to  their  work  on  the  control  and  eradication  of 
rats  and  mice,  the  Council’s  two  Rodent  Operators  are  res- 
ponsible for  the  treatment  of  vermin  infested  premises. 

During  the  year,  59  complaints  were  received,  45  from  council 
houses,  12  from  private  properties  and  2 from  business  premises. 
These  included  such  insects  as  flies,  ants,  wasps,  hornets,  silver 
fish,  beetles,  etc. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession,  ants  accounted  for  between 
40%  - 50%  of  the  total  complaints. 

Four  cases  of  bed  bug  infestations  were  treated,  all  in  council 
houses. 

DEPOSIT  OF  POISONOUS  WASTE  ACT,  1972  AND  DEPOSIT 
OF  POISONOUS  WASTE  (NOTIFICATION  OF  REMOVAL 
OR  DEPOSIT)  REGULATIONS,  1972 

Under  the  above  Regulations  which  came  into  force  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  three  notifications  of  the  deposit  of 
poisonous  waste  were  received. 
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